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INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 
MAURITIUS and DEPENDENCIES: BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN 
TERRITORISS and REUNION 


This Memorandum consists of a short summary of subjects likely to 
be of use in outline planning and briefinz. Where fuller information on 
specific subjects is available in such asia akoar as British Intelligence 
Surveys, reference is made to these in the text. 


For detailed operational planning purposes the Logistins Branch of the 
Defence Intelligence Staff or the Logistics Intelligence Sections at overseas 
command headquarters should always be consulted for the latest available 
information. 


This IBM is a revision of D/18/IBM dated 14th April 1965 and will 
be kept up to date by periodic Check Bulletins, the latest of which should 
be kept in the pocket with the map. 
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DTELLIGENCE BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 
MAURITIUS and DEPENDENCIES: BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN 


TERRITORIES and REUNION 
This Intelligence Briefing Memorandum is divided into three parts: 
ae PART ONE: Mauritius and Dependencies 
be PART TWO: British Indian Ocean Territories 
oe PART THREE: Reunion 
Four maps are enclosed in the end pocket: 
ae Mauritius 
be. Mauritius Dependencies 
oe British Indian Ocean Territories 
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(ii) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 
PART ONE: MAURITIUS and DEPENDENCIES 
Introduction 


1. The island of Mauritius lies in the Indian Ocean some 20°S. of the 
Equator, and about 500 miles east of Madagascar. It has an area of /20 
square miles (about that of Surrey) and measures only 39 miles by 29 miles 
at its maximum. 


2. Mauritius, together with its dependencies, is at present still a 
British colony, but, after the period of full internal self-government 
now in operation, it is due to become an indeperdent state within the 
Commonwealth. The new constitution, which provides for 60 members from 
Mauritius and 2 from Rodriguez in the legislature, has been approved by 
the Queen, and elections are to take place soon. 


5. The island of Rodriguez, with an area of 40 square miles, is the 
most important dependency, and lies 300 miles east of Mauritius. The 
Cargados Carajos and Agalega groups are of lesser importancee As from 
the 11th November, 1965, the Chagos Archipelago, formerly included in the 
Dependencies of Mauritius, became part of a separate oolony known as the 
British Indian Ocean Territory. 


Le The economy of Mauritius is heavily dependent on the cultivation of 

sugar cane, which occupies 90% of the cultivated ncercage, and accounts for 

95; of export earnings. Maize and various vegetables are grown for 

domestic consumption, and the Government is encouraging the expansion of 

the small acreages under tea and tobacco. Until lately industry was virtually 
limited to sugar milling, but a brewery and factorios producing; shoes, 
cosmetics, and metal goods are now in operation. The United Kingdom and 
Canada take most of the island's sugar exports. Foodstuffs rank high among 
imports. IMauritius's agricultural economy is very vulnerable to adverse 
weather conditions, notably to devastation by tropical cyclones. 


De The Dependencies produce copra, suano and salted fish. 


6. English and French are the official langunges, but Creole and Hindi 
are widely used, and also, locally, Chinese. The unit of currency is the 
Mauritian Rupee, worth about 1s 6d. sterling, and subdivided into 100 cents. 


Terrain 


7. In the north and south east, a gently sloping coistal plain rises 
gradually towards a central plateau. Elsewhere the coastal plain is narrow 
and the rise inland is abrupt. The central plateau is bordered by several 
mountain rangesy the highest in the south west reaching 2,/11 ft. There are 
many extinct volcanic craters, some of which now contain Inkes. Remnants of 
the original forest cover are found in the mountain areas, but most of the 
island is now under cultivation, particularly sugar cane. Parts of the 
coastal plain are swampy, but much reclamation has taken place, especially 
in the Mahebourg (G3) area. Possibilities frr off-road movement are few 
since the terrain is either too dissected and wooded or cultivated: drainage 
and irrigation channels would also be obstacles. 


8. The island of Rodriguez consists of a single, basaltis mountain 

rising abruptly from the coats to a maximum height of 1,300 ft. Spurs, with 
intervening deep ravines, extend to the north and south coasts from e central 
ridge. In the south west there is an undulating plain of ancient compacted 
coral, with isolated hills. The surface is very rough and there is little 
level ground. 
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9. The climate of Mauritius and Rodriguez is tropioal but equable, com- 
pletely under the influence of the surrounding ooeane The South East Trade 
Winds prevail throughout the year and are strongest from April to Septembere 
Areas exposed to these winds are wetter and more cloudy than those in the Westand 
northwest which are sheltered. Temperatures are fairly uniform; January and 
February are the warmest months; daily maximum temperatures average 30 C at 
Plaisance Airfield (G3), and night minimum temperature average 23°C. July and 
August are the coolest months when daily maximum and minimum temperatures are 
some 5°C lower than those for January and February.e Annual rainfall is more 
variable; at Plaisance (1883 ft) 76ins, at Royal Alfred Observatory (58) 

(481 ft) 51 ins, at Curepipe (D5) (1,840ft) 123 ins. Rodriguez receives an 
average of 51 ins (of London 23 ins). The wettest months are January to 

Maroh but humidity is very high throughout the yeare Tropical cyolones are 
common and are most likely to oocur between December and April. 


Population and Towns 


10. In 1965 the population of Mauritius was estimated to be 751,500. It is 
one of the most thickly populated countries of the world with an average 
density of 1,000 persons per square mile. There is no indigenous population. 
The biggest section, Indian in origin, is estimated at 67% of the total: 29% 
consists of Europeans (mestly of French descent), Africans and Coloured. 
The remaining 4% are Chinese. 


41. The Depenaencies are Rodriguez Island with an estimated population of 
49,500; Agalega (North and South Islands) with 400 inhabitants, and the 
Cargados Carajos Archipelago (a group of 22 islands and dnieta) with no 
permanent population. 


12. The main towns of Mauritius are listed below: They all have adequate 
electric power and piped water supplies. Additional smaller centres are 
Mahebourg (G3), Souillao (D1) and Pamplemousses (E8). 


Town Population (196) Remarks 


PORT LOUIS (D7) 128,130 Capital, Chief port, 
(inoluding Suburbs) Commercial centre 
and Seat of Government. 


BEAU BASSIN/ 
ROSE HILL (C6 D6) 65,900 Residential Town 


QUATRES BORNES (D5) 37,800 Residential Town 
CUREPIPE (D5) 47,600 Residential Town 
VACOAS-PHOENIX (D5) 44 700 Residential Town 


13. Further information on Towns in Mauritius is available in British 
Intelligence Survey - Reference D/18/VIII(B). 


Beaches and Landi Places 


14. Mauritius: The approaches are generally clear to the barrier reefs, 
inside which, with the’ exoeption of Grand Port, there is little information, 
but they appear to be heavily encumbered with coral reefs and rooks. Passages 
throygh the reefs vary considerably in width and depth of water. The seven 
beaches and one landing place (Hercules Bay) are shown on the mape The best 
beaches being in Black River Bay (A) and Grand Baie (E10). All have exits to 
the main coast road. The only anchorage on the Eecoast is in Grand Porte 
Anchorageson the “} Coastcremt always easy to obtain and become untenable in 
W'ly winds. All beaches are subject to sea and surf except where protected 
by off—lying reefs. 
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15. Rodriguez Island: 
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Landings are limited to a small pier at Port Mathurin 


and at a small beach in Topaze Bay on the We coaste 


16. Agalega Island: 


the piers could be 12ft or mores 


Two small piers on the We coast of North Island extend 
to the edge of the fringing reef which is steep-to and depths at the head of 
A small stone jetty on the Ee coast of 


South Island, 100ft long and 25 ft wide, dries over half its length at L.W. 


47. Tromelin Island: 


The islard is surrounded by sandy beaches but the 


only possible landing point is at a point close E of the N*ern point of the 


Island. 


is a depth of 10ft at H.W. 


direct onto the” shore. 


18. Cargados Carajos: 


—— 


the W. side of Raphael Island. 


craft. 


The coral reef extends about 150 yards off-shore over which there 
The beach gradient is steep and waves break 


The only possible landing is on a small beach on 
It is only suitable for boats or cmall 


19. For further details see D/1{8/VIII BIS. Mauritius and Dependencies, 
La Reunion and Tromelin Islands, Part VII, Uoast Report. 


Airfields 


20. Brief details of the principal airfield and landing grounds on the 


island of Mauritius are: 
Name and Elevation 


AMITIE (G8) 
250 ft 


GRANDE BAIR (210) 


250 ft 


LE MORNE (1.2) 
sree (approximately) 


MAURITIUS/PLATSANCE (G3) 
186 ft 


MONT cHotsy (E10) 
3 ft (approximately) 


Runway Details 


1,500 x 75 ft Grass 
Cebbna 150 Airoraft 


1,500 x 150ft Grass 
Suitable for light 
twin-engined air- 
craft. 


2,000 x 100ft Grass 
Cebbna 150 airoraft 


8,500 x 150ft Bitu- 
men on conorete 
LCN 75 


2,625 x 150ft Grass 
Suitable for light 
aircraft 


Remarks 


Private landing ground 
No facilities 


Private landing ground 
Minor facilities 


Private landing ground 
Minor facilities 


In regular use by 
International airlinese 
God facilities. 


A private landing 
ground in use by 
light civil air- 
craft. Strip to be 
extended to 4,350 ft. 
Minor facilities. 


21. No airfields exist in the Dependencies of Mauritius. 


22. The airfiel®& listed above are shown on the attached map and further 
details will be found in the airfield handbook J5/88, The Indian Ocean 


Islands, (including Ceylon and Malagasy Republic) 


as amended. 


Brief 


details of tne airfields in this and surrounding islands, are also 
given in the Regional Study J5/100/13. 
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23. There is only one port, details of which are: 
ae Port Louis (D7) 
be Estimated military discharge capacity: 3,000 tons a day. 
o. Port Information Sheet: D/18/V/P1S(319) 


de Berths and facilities: 


Anchorage; Ample anchorage in outer roadstead. In inner harbour, 
there are nine buoy berths for vessels up to 600 ft, in a depth of 
32ft, and one buoy berth for tankers or bunkering ships, length 
750ft, depth 35ft; also three moorings for small vessels. 


Alongside Accomodation; 500ft, depth 32ft; and 390ft; depth 17ft; 
also numerous lighter wharves. 


Cranes; One fixed x 18 tons and several mobile from 2 to 20 tons. 


Harbour Craft; One ocean-going salvage tug and four tugs of 180 
to 750 hp. Lighters c.166, total capacity about 4,000 tons. One 
3C-ton floating crane. Hopver barges 3 x !.00 tons and 6 x 5C 

tons eache Two dredgers and 21 motor boats, 


Storage; Covered storage over 800,000 sq. ft. Ample paved 
stacking areas. POL storage o.44,000 tons 


Repair Facilities; Medium repairs, one graving dook 425 x 59 x 
13 ft. Patent slips, 3 x 50-10) tons. 


Clearance; By road only 


Remarks: Cyclones may be experienced from September to May; special 
mooring facilities can be arranged with the port authority. 
Bunkers and fresh water are available. 


Railways 
24. There are no railwayse 


Roads 


252 The road system is extensive and evenly distributed throughout the 
island. The main roads are about 20ft wide and have a waterproof surface; 
seoondary roads are of waterbound macadam and are narrowere 


26. Most of the main roads were built for vehicles up to 15 tons gross 
weight, and are quite suitable for the movement of military wheeled 
vehioles, though their surface would be liable to break up under the 
sustained movement of tracked vehicles. Secondary roads are liable to 
become badly rutted and muddy during the rainy season (January-March) » 


27. Current road works include the provision of a waterproof surface to 
secondary roads and footpaths to main roads. 


28. The number of vehicles in circulation has inoreased greatly in recent 
years, and roads are now beooming very congested. Registration figures at 


the end of 1965 were: Cars and taxis 15,830; trucks 3,545; Buses 615; 
Government vehicles 795, and motor cycles 1,975.6 


-4- 
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Telecommunications 


29. Telephone exchanges, interconnected by cable and/or overhead open- 
wire landline provide adequate island-wide telephone service. The 
principal communication centres are Port Louis (D7) Curepipe (D5) and 
Vacoas (D5). A comprehensive VHF radio network is operated for police 
purposes which is used to supplement the public service in the event of 
breakdown of normal facilities. 


30. Cable and Wireless Ltd., operate the principal long distance 
external circuits over direct submarine cables to Rodriguez, Durban and 
Seychelles and thence by interconnecting cables over the world-wide 
submarine cable network, and by radio from their transmitters which are 
located at Cassis (Port Louis area) 


31+ Medium and Short wave broadoasting services are operated by the 
Mauritius Broadoasting Company frem transmitters located at Forest Side 
(near Port Louis). A television transmitter is operated from the same area. 


Agriculture and Fuod 


32. Mauritius is self-sufficient only in sugar and tea. Sugar cane is 
grown on 90% of all oultivated land, and tea, tobacco, maize and vegetables 
occupy the remainder. Imports include rice, wheat, flour, meat, frnit and 
processed foods of all types. 

Oil Storage and Distribution 

33. Mauritius All petroleum products are imported, mainly from the 
Persian Gulf. Consumption is small, amounting to about 75,000 tons a 
year, of which possibly 3/5ths are supplied to ships and aircraft. 


34. Bulk store depots uxist only .+ Port Louis, ond there is also « small 
installation 2% Plaisance eirfield. Details «re: 
Operator Tons 


Shell 25,000 

" (Naval Depot) 413,20 
Esso 19, 700 
*Esso (Fort William) 10,200 
Shell, Esso, Caltex (Plaisance Airfield) 200 


68,300 


*Operated by Esso, but owned jointly with the other marketing companies. 


35 Distribution from the Port Louis depots, including supplies to the 
installations at Plaisance airfield, is by road. Tanker vehicles in use 
in 1965 (total 18) were owned as follows: Shell 5, BP 2, Caltex 4, Esso 4, 
and Azur Total 3. Caltex and Azur Total obtain their supplies from the 
Esso depot and BP from Shell. , 


36. Consumption of petroleum products in the dependencies is negligible 
and consequently thae are no bulk storage facilities. The small amounts 
required are shipped in 4-gallon drums from Port Louis. 


37. For futher details see BIS D/18/III B dated December 1964, 
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1@: Supplies 


38. Mauritius The island is adequately watered by perennial streams 
whose yield is conserved in a system of improved natural reservoirs. 
Aquifers also exist in places and are trapped by boreholes in a few areas 
where it is more convenient to use underground sources. All urban and most 
rural areas are served by treated mains supplies drawn mainly from the 
Grand River North-west (C5) (for Port Louis (D7) only), the Mare aux 
Vacaos (D4) and Piton du Milieu (E5) reservoirse A number of other 
reservoirs, although primarily used for irrigation or hydro-electric 
power are distributed throughout the island and could be used in an 
emergency. Water supply would present no problems in military operations. 
All supplies other than those drawn from mains systems would require 
treatment. 


39. Dependencies Water is obtained from small perennial stream and 
springs on Rodriguez where small rudimentary mains systems deliver un- 
treated water to more populous arease Supplies are inadequate throughout 
the other islands. There is no surface water and the small populations 

of inhabitant islands are dependent on shallow wells yielding limited sup- 
plies of water which is often brackish or on conserved rain-watere Al11 
sources of water in the Dependencies are liable to pollution. 


Engineer Resources 


40. Mauritius About one third of the constructional timber requirements is 
produced from local. forests and there are a number of small sawmills. 
Voleanic rock is commonly available and there are a number of quarriese 
Coral sand is obtainable in coastal areas and laterite gravel occurs in more 
elevated regions. Lime and small quantities of pre-cast concrete products are 
mdc locally. Paints, industrial gases, and a very limited range of 
ironmongery are manufactured. A few small engineering workshops are 

capable of producing steel fabricated, sheet-metal and foundry work in 
limited quantities. All other engineering stores are imported and fair 
stocks are normally available. A small amount of earth-moving and 

general civil engineering plant is used and there are adequate workshop 
facilities. 


412 Dependencies Some constructional hardwoods grow on Rodriguez but 
there are no sawmills. Casuarina and coconut palm are the only timber 
available in the lesser dependencies. Voloanic rock is available on 
Rodriguez, and coral rock and sand on the other islands. There are no 
other engineering materials. 


Electrio Power Supplies 


42. Mauritius and Dependencies The Mauritius Central Electricity Board 
(MCEB) is the authority for public supplies and has two thermal and six 
hydro-electric power stations with a total installed capacity of 43,000 
kilowatts. The MCEB also purchases power in the dry season from nine 
sugar mills with a total installed capacity of about 9,000 kilowatts. 
Generation is mainly at 6.6 and 2.3 kilovolts; there is an extensive 
overhead network at 22 and 6.6 kilovolts and at low tensione The area has 
a high incidence of cyclones which have caused severe damage in the past. 
The system is alternating current, 3-phase, 50 cycles at 230/400 volts. 
The two MCEB thermal stations, Fort Victoria and St. Louis, are intercon- 
nected by underground cable. Development between 1966 and 1970 is con- 
centrated on the provision of another hydro-electric power station of 
9,000 kilowatts capacity and the strengthening and extension of networkse 
Some investigation of a possible site for a tidal power scheme is being 
undertaken. There are over 80,000 consumers. 


43. Rodriguez is the only Dependency known to have electric power supplies. 
There are five small diesel sets, two operating 5,hours a day for public sup- 
plies, and one each at Cable and Wireless, Ltd., the meteorological station 
and Queen Elizabeth Hospitale 
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44. Further information on Water Supplies, Engineer Resources and 
Electric Power Supplies of Mauritius and Dependencies, and British 
Indian Ocean Territories is given in BIS Noe D/18/18A/VIII(C) - Military 
Engineering Resources, shortly to be published. 


Health 


45-2 The Ministry of Health and Reform Institutions is in overall charge. 
The senior man is the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry, who is assisted 
by two Principal Medical Officerse There are 196 practioners available in 
Government and private practice. 


46. There are 10 main hospitals with a total of 2,508 beds. In addition 
there are 25 sugar estates with 500 beds and 5 nursing homes with 89 beds. 
This gives ao total. beddage of 3,097 and a bed population ration of 1/2276 
The tain laboratory is at Candos, a suburb of Port Louis. 


47. The Chief health hazards are dysentery and a enteritis, pneumonia 
and tuberculosis. Malaria has practically disappeared with an energetis 
control programmes Bilharzial disease is common and hookworm disease 
constitutes a problem for health authorities. 


48. Further details are given in BIS Meuritius, Part X(A) Health. (ist 
revision) dated January 1966. 


Navy 
49. The RN W/T Station, HWS 'Mauritius' forms an important link in the 
Commonwesith Strategic Communications Network. Total complement is about 


800, including 2),0 expatriate Servicemen ‘civilianst. There is a local 
Naval Voluteer Force of about 80 commanded by an RNR officer. 


Axny 


50. There is no armye For details of the Mauritius Special (Mobile) 
Force see the following paragraphe 


Para Military Forces and Police 

51. The Mauritius Special (Mobile) Force (SMF) has an establishment of 
250, but 100 constables are permanently seconded to the regular forces 

The unit commander, deputy commander and company sergeant major are 
seconded from the British Armye The main role of the foree is the quelling 
of disorders under instructions from the Governore" 

52~- The Police Force is about 1,500 strong including a detachment of 30 

on the island of Rodriguez. The force is largely recruited from Franco= 


Mauritians and Creoles. There is only one British Officer who is the 
Commissioner. 


Map Coverage 
53¢ Mauritius is covered by: 

ae Series Y682 1:100,000 (with UTM grid), in one sheet. 

be Series Y881 1:25,000 in 14 sheets, 

ce Admiralty Chart Noe 711 1:100,000 
54.2 Rodriguez is covered by: 

Admiralty Chart Noe 715 1;145,000 
ye 
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INTELLIGINCE BRIEFING Min{ORANDUM 


PART TiO: BRITISH INDIAN OCRAN TERRITORIES 


Introduction 


1. British Indian Ocean Territory is a new colony which was created by Order 
in Council on 8th November 1965. It comprises a number of islands in the 

Tics: t Oceen, These are the Chagos Archipelago, formerly a Dependency of 
Heucitius; the Aldabre Group; the Farquhar Islands and the Island of Desroches, 
Whi >. were part of the Colony of Seychelles. The Colony is governed by a 
Cormnissioner, 


Phe E Only a few of the islands and atolls are populated. Copra and fishing 
prov’ is the almost universal means of livelihood while turtle hunting and guano 
depiu%s provide are additionilsources of income in the Aldabra Islands. 


ERAN 


3. The Chagos Archipelago is composed of 14 groups of islands of which only 

3 are indi’ ited and cultivated. These are: Dicgo Garcia, the Salomon Islands 

and Feros Bathos. Diego Garcia is the largest and most southerly island of the 
Archipelago, it consists of a narrow strip of low-lying land enclosing a lagoon about 
13 miles long and 4 to 7 miles wide; the strip of land varies from 43 miles to 

40 yards in.width. The Salomon Islends are situated about 140 miles north of 

Diego Gare!.a and consists of flat topped islands enclosing a lagoon 3 miles long 

and 3 mites Wide. Peros Banhos is a large atoll lying about 14 miles west of 
Salonen Islands end consists of a number of Islands, reefs and banks encircling 

a lagoon cbout 10 miles long by 10 miles wide. 411 the islands in these groups 


are low-lying with ea maximum clevation of about 11 ft, most are densely covered 
with coconut palms. 


he Aldabra Islands are the most westerly of the groups forming British Indian 
Ocean Territory, they lie about 4.50 miles east of the African coast and 270 

miles north west of the northern tip of the islend of Madagascar. The group 
consists of an elongated atoll of four main islands enclosing a lagoon over 

50 square miles in area. The island rim of the atoll varies in width from one 

mile to five miles, the seaward face has abrupt overhanging cliffs 12 to 15 ft high 
but elsewhere heights range from 12 to 20 ft; in severnl areas there are sand 

dunes which reach up to 50 ft in height. Thick jungle covers parts of the islands, 
mangroves line the lagoon end low scrub grows on the dunes; erecs of bare, extremely 
rough corel rock occur locally. 


5% Farquhar Islands lie about 325 miles east of Aldabra, there are two islends 
each about 4 miles long and 4 to $ mile wide and « number of islets on the ecstern 
side of an atoll; coral reef only completes the remainder of the atoll. The 
average clevation of the islends is 10 ft although occasionally sand dunes reach 
30 - 40 ft. Most of the southern island is under cultivation, largely with 
coconut palm; clumps of palms occur on the northern island which is mainly scrub 
covered. 


6. The Desroches is a small island about 4% miles long stending on an atoll, 
it is about 14 ft high and is covered with coconut pclms. 


Climate 


Te The climate is tropical with seasonal chcenges brought about by the monsoon 
winds. From Mey to October or November the islands are under the influence 

of the SE Trades, this is the drier season though in Diego Garcia monthly fells 
during this period average about 9"; the more westerly islands recoive rather 
less. For the remainder of the year the NV monsoon predominates bringing heavicr 
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11. The wettest months are December to January: Diego Garcia Dec 17.1". = 
Total for year 106," (of London 23"). Temperatures are uniformly high throughout 
the year with only small seasonal variations, March and April are usually the 
hottest months when daily mean temperatures avorage about 28°C. Mcan annual 
temperatures ere about 27°C. Relative humidity is high throughout the year 
averaging 75% to 85%. 


Population end Towns 


8, The total population in all the islands numbers only about 1500 persons who, 
apart from a few officials and estate managers, consist of labourers from Mauritius 
and Seychelles employed on copra estates, guano extraction and the turtle industry, 
together with their dependants. 


9. There are a number of smell settlements on Diego Garcia; the main settlement 
on the Slomon Islands is on Ile Boddam in the south west and on Peros Banhos ct 
Ile de Coin clso in the south west of the atoll. 


Beaches and Landing Places 


140. The approeches are clear to the fringing coral r:efs surrounding the etolls. 
The entrances to the lagoons are tortuous and restricted except for Desroches end 
Di-.co Garcia (Chagos Archipelago). There are no ports as such. Sea and surf are 
heavy at times on the outor exposed sides of the atolls but conditions inside the 
lagoons are gencrally calm. 


41. Chegos Archipclago. At Diego Garcia landings are possible at three beaches, 
on the § side of Observatory Point, the § side of East Point and on the beach 
running § from Eclipse Point. In ean case the gradients ere steep (less than 
4:15). On the other islands landings are possible on Coin Island tperés Banhos), 
Boddam Islands (Salomon Islands) and Sudest Island (Egnont Islands). Only off the 
Salomon and Egmont Islands is anchorage reported possible outside the lagoons. 
Anchorage can be obtaincd inside execpt in tho Egmont Islands. Great care must 
however be exercised owing to the numerous shoals and coral heads. 


12.  Desroches Isiand, Landing is possible on the 3000 yd, soft sand beach on 
the NW side of the island, There is good anchorage inside the lagoon. 


13. Aldabra Island A beach, 1900 yds long, fringed by coral reef of irregular 
configuration is situated on the W coast of ‘est Island. Gradients are flat (4:100) 
or very flat (1:200) end appear to be suitable for use only at HY. A few small 
sandy beaches exist on the E side of est Island, probably only suitable for small- 
scale infantry landings from boats. No really satisfactory anchorage exists off 
Vest Island, 


14. Farquhar Group. A protected beach 1300 yds long between fringing reefs is 
situated on Sa tne Nivfern shore of North Island immediately E of the entrance to the 
lagoon. Gradients are moderate (1:20) at ern ond to mild (1:72) at Eterm end. 
fnchorage is possible off the beach, There is also a small sandy beach immediately 
inside the entrance to the lagoon. 


15. For further details sce D/18(A)NII BIS, British Indian Ocean Territory, 
Part VII, Coast Report. 


4irficlds 
46. At present there are no airficlds in territory, but it is proposed to construct 
a military airfield with a 9000 ft paved runvay suitable for VC 10 Aircraft and 


staging facilitics on the Aldabra Atoll, It is anticipated that this airficld will 
be available for operational use in 1970/4. 
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47. During “orld War II flying-boat alighting areas only were used. Details 
these are given in the Airficld Handbook J5/88 "The Indian Ocean Islands" 
(including Ceylon and Malagasy Republic) as emcnicd. 


Poxts 


48. There are no major ports. 


Reilvays 
die There are no railveys. 


Roads 


ae 


20. There is no information, 
Teleconmunications 


21. Diego Garcia in the Chagos Archipelago is a probable site for a joint 
UK/US modern communication centre employing the latesttechniques including 

communication by satellite. Conventional facilitics cere also likely to be 

provided for ship/shore scrvices. 


Lgriculture and Food 
226 See paragraph 2, 
Oil Storage and Distribution 


23.  Thore are no storage facilities.in these islands for petroleum products 

as requirenents are nogligible. Dicgo Garcia hes by far the lergest demand vith 
less than 600 gallons a year. Supplics are delivered in 4-gallon drums fron 
Port Louis, Ieuritius and Port Victoria, Sevchelles. 


Mater Supplics 


2he There is no perennial surface water on any island and the tiny pojnl: tious 
of inhabited islands are dependent on the limited and often biuckish yiclds of 
shallow wells and rein-water conservation. There are no meins supply systems. 
Tater supplics for small bodies of troops might be obtainable from cxisting 
<r21ls on sone of the principal islends but generally large quentitics of fresh 
water could be obtained only by sca-water desalinetion, 11 vater sourecs on the 
islands are liable to pollution. 


Engineer Resources 


25s # linited anount of constructional hardwood grovis on Dicgo Garcia, 

Peros Banhos and the Salomon Islands and some infcrior species on fldabra. 
There are no sawrills. Coral limestone and sand are available on all islands. 
Coral is burnt to produce an inferior lime es and whon required but there are 
no other industries of cngincering value. Stores are imported only for 
specific works and there are no stocks. There is no engineering plant and no 
repair facilities except for a small workshop on Diego Garcia. 


Electric Power Supplies 


26. There is no information on the existence of electric power supplies in 
these tcrritorics. 


27. Further information on Vator Supplies and Engineer Resources of the 
British Indian Occan Territorics is given in BIS D/18/18AWVIII(C) - Military 
Inginecring Resources, shortly to be published. 
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28. s&s far as is known thoroe are no medical facilitics available es yot. 


Map Covorago 


29. Except for small seale maps (1:1,000,000 and smller) the islends are 
covered only by Admiralty Charts. Series TNC at 1:1,000,000 Sheet L6 covercs 
Aldabra ond Farquher Islands. 


. Chagos Archipelago is covered by: 


Admiralty Chart No 3 1:360,000 
" Wi " various scales 
0 u " 920 4:25,000 (Diogo Garcia). 


Aldabra and Farquhar Groups ere covered by: 


Lamiralty Chart No 758 1:1,000,000 
" "748 1:72,000 (approx). 


Tle Desroches is covered by: 


Admiralty Chart No 721 1:638,000 
" n ot 72h 4:290,000~ 
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PLRD THREE: REUNION 


Introduction 


16 Reunion, formerly the Ile de Bourbon lies about }50 miles east of 
Madagascar and 130 miles south west of Mauritius. It has an area of 920 square 
miles and measures approximately 30 miles from north to south, and from east to 
west. Since 19th March 1946 it has been an Overseas Department of Frence. The 
senior official, the Prefet, is assisted by an elected council of 36 members. 
Reunion is repressnted in the National Assembly by 3 deputies and in the Senate 
by 2 senators. 


2. The economy is almost wholly dependent on the cultivation of sugar cane. 
Sugar accounts for 84% of all exports. The island is elready over-populated, 
and the population is increasing rapidly; but despite the consequent need for 
increased production and exports, the prospects are poor, Sugar production is 
tending to decline, and the development of new industry is hampered by the sma 
size of the local market, but lack of capital for investment and by the high 
levol of taxation, The cost of living too is high, and the general standard of 
living is low, 


De The official langue,.,e is French and the currency the French franc: exchange 
rate Fr 13.7 = £1. 


Terre in 


4. Reunion is a volcanic island of complex relief. The coast line is high and 
difficult of access; there arc few indentations and such coves as exist are usuelly 
sunken craters, A nerrow coastal plain up to 2 miles wide is succeeded by hilly 
ground rising to mountain masses and high tableland. 


5. The axis of the highland runs from the north west to south cast. At the 
northern end is the volcanic massif Piton des Neiges (Cy) rising to ovor 

10,000 ft. The most striking feature of this volcanic mass is the threo vast“ 
amphithcatres or corrie like features cut into the mountain on the north west, 
north east and south, radiating from the central peak. These are the Cirques de 
Nafatte (By), Salezie (Ci) and Cilaos (B3), which, on their inner rims are 
bounded by almost perpendicular walls of basalt. it the southern end of the 
highland axis lics the more recent volcanic mountain ~ Le Volean (E3) rising to 
over 8,500 ft; it has two main craters, the western is now extinct, but the castern 
Le Fournaise (£2) is active. Surrounding the volcano on all but the cast or 
seaward facing slopes (called Grande Brule) is a great chasm over 500 ft deep with 
almost perpendicular walls of great regularity. These walls, cexcending for some 
30 miles, cnclose an area of 40 sq miles known as Grande Enclos (D2). The two 
volcenic masses are joined by high tableland at about 5,000 ft, —- Plaine des 
Cafres (C3), Plain de Palmistes (D3) etc. The slopes of the highlands are scored 
by deep ravines carved by swift flowing rivers. 


6, The volcanic soils are extremely fertile and this together with the heat and 
high rainfall hes resulted in an abundant and varied vegetation. Little remains 
of the original forest cover; certain parts of the highlands have been replanted 
with rubber ané@ cucalyptus while the lower slopes and the coastal plain are largely 
devoted to sugar cane plentations with some coffee and vanilla plantations. 
Secondary crops include cocoa, tea, tropical fruits and vegetables, 
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7. Movement in the mountainous areca would be largely confined to exist- 

ing tracks but the high plein between the tio mountain massifs may provide some 
opportunities for movoment and for airborne operations. Cultivation would 
preclude casy movement on the lower slopes and the coestal plain. 


Climate 


8. The climate is tropical with two seasons, hot and wot from November - 
April, warm end dryer from May - October. The prevailing winds are the SE 
Trades; west winds are not so steady and on average occur on 58 days during 
the year while east winds blow 307 days. Cyclonic storms are frequent at 
change of scasons. The climate is strongly affected by relief, the windward 
eastern side gots a much heavier rainfall than the leeward westorn side; the 
higher cast facing slopes recoive heavy rain throughout the year, Hell—bourg 
(Cl), 3070 ft), average annuel rainfall 90.5", (Januery 22.4", September 2"), 
Takamake (Di) 2,789 ft) 365", (March 81.2", October 10"). Snow falls on the 
high peaks every year. On the coast and lower slopes on the windward side 
the mcen temperature is about 23°C in the warm season and 26°C in the hot scason, 
On the leeward side temperatures are somewhat greater while the mountains are 
cooler, Hunidity is high throughout the year, 


Population and Toms 


9. In 1965 the population was estimated at 396,000. Nore than half the 
inhabitants are undor 20 years of ago. The population is of mixed descent from 
French, Chinese, Indian and Arab immigrants. 


10. Populations of the main toms are: 


Town Population (41965) Remarks 


St Donis (C6) 75,000 Capital, and commercial contre. 
St Paul (A5) 39,000 Agricultural centr and port. 
St Pierre (C2) 39,000 Agricultural centre and port. 
St Louis (B2) 29,000 Agricultural centre and port. 


41. 11 the above tovms have electric power and plentiful supplics of piped 
water. 


Beaches and Landing Places 


12. The entire coastline is exposed and subject to sea end heavy surf at times. 
Rollers (Raz de Marees) sot in at intervals in calm fine weather or when a 
tropical storm (cyclone) is in the offing. They break on the shore with great 
violence and can do considerable demage to landing places. 


43. With the exception of St Paul (A5), anchorage off shore is difficult to 
find othor than as a temporary nature owing to the great depth and poor holding 
ground, The landing possibilities are showm on the map and can only be used 
in good weather. St Paul (A5) is the most sheltered. None are suitable for 
lending ships. 


44... For further details sce D/18/VII British Intelligence Survey, Mauritius 
and Dependencies La Reunion and Tromelin Islands, Part VII, Coast Report. 
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Airfields 
15. There are tio airficlds on Reunion, brief details of which are: 
Nane and Elevation Runway Details Remarks 


La Possession 4,985 x 165 ft compacted gravel Tn regular use by the 
HR aes end sand. DC-l. aircreft (dry locel acro-club. 
conditions), Minor facilitics. 


St Denis-Gillot 6,120 x 165 ft. Biimec Used jointly by the 
66 ft 50,000 1b ES'L. French Air Force 

end civil airlines. 
Vork in progress 
on runway. No details 
evailable, but it is 
believed that the 
runiay is being 
extonded to 7,265 ft 
as planned. Good 
facilitics. 


46. The airfields are shown on the attached map and further details will be 
found in the Airficld Handbook J5/88 The Indian Ocean Islands (including Ceylon 
and Melagesy Republic) as amended, Bricf details of the eirficlds in Reunion 
and of those in surrounding islands ere also given in the Regional Study 


J5/100/13. 
Fonts 


47.2 Thero is only one port in Reunion, an artificial harbour, of which dotzils 
are given below: 


Port des Galets (A5) 

Estimated military discharge capacity: 2,000 tons a day 

No port Information Shect issued 

Berths and facilitics 

fnchorage: There is no safe anchorage off the port.’ Entrance to 

outer basin 164 ft wide between moles, dredged to 31 ft, and thence 

by channel 131 ft wide to inner basin. 

Alongside Accommodation: 2,743 ft depth 28 ft, and 145 ft depth 7ft. 
Tanker berth in outer basin for vessols up to 515 ft in longth, draught 
245 ft. 


Cranes: 7 x one to 8 tons and 4 x 5 tons mobile. One floating shecr- 
legs x 100 tons. 


Harbour Craft: Tugs - 5 x 50 to 300 hp. Lighters - c.16 x 35 to 100 
tons. 


Storego: Covered storage 260,000 sq ft. Cold storage c. 30,000 cu ft. 
Stacking spaco restricted, to acres on north side. Tank stormge for 
36,000 tons molasses, bulk storage for 8,000 tons of cement and 40,000 
tons of sugar. 


Repair Facilities: Minor repairs, Two patent slips of 200 and 750 
tons capacity. 


Clearance: By road only. 
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e. Remarks: Entry restrictod to 515 ft maximum length. Dicsel oil 
available. Fresh water at berths. Port is closed occasionally between 
April and Septomber due to heavy ocean swell (Rag do Marees) in entrance 
channel. 


Reilvays 
48, There are no raibiecys. 
Roads 


49. The road systom consists basically of a coastal route around the island, 
with a transverse route across the mountains connecting St Pierre (C2) and 
St Bonoit (Ey). 


20. Mein roads have a waterproof surface and are in very good condition, with 
stone bridges. They are supplementcd by local roads which, however, are not 
much more than rough tracks, Traffic is liable to seasonable interruption, duc 
to bridges and culverts being damaged by flooded streams rushing down the stecp 
valloys from the mountains. 


21. Vohicles in circulation in 4965 vere: cars 11,000; trucks 6,500; 
buses 100. 


Telecomnuni cations 


22. i comprehensive radio telephone network provides communication throughout 
the island and a radio linke with Mauritius gives access to international 
services. 


23. Radio Rounion, located at St Denis (C6) operates a 1.5, ky medium wave 
and a 1k short wave transmitter to provide programmes mainly in French for 
42-14 hours daily 


Agriculture and Food 


24. Sugar is the chief crop. Manioe is growm for local consumption. Cattle, 
goats and pigs are reared. Substantial imports of rice and vegetables are 
necessary. 


Oil Storage and Distribution 


25. All petroleum products aro imported through the Port of Pointe~des-Galets. 
In 1965 imports amounted to about 53,000 metric tons, which figure indicaves 
the approximate annual consumption, No details of storago and distribution are 
aveilable,. 


Zater Supplics 


26, There arc adoquate wter supplies from stroams, pools and reservoirs. Yiolds - 
of streams diminish in the dry scason particulerly on the western side of the 
island. Most townships arc served by meins supply systems but distribution is 
limited. Water supplics would present no problems in military operetions. Al1L 
supplies are liable to pcllution and should be tested and treated as neccssary. 


Engincor Resources 


27. Limited amounts of standing timber, mainly of poor quality occur in more 
cleveted regions. Stone, sand and gravel suitable for concrete aggregate and 
road metal are commonly available. £11 other cngincoring stores are imported 
and stocks are normally small. J. very limited amount of construction plant is 
operated. 
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Electric Power Supplics 


28, Tho principal supply authority is "Energie Mectrique de la Reunion", a mixed 
puslic and privatcly financed compcny. A privet. conp.ny "Bourson Limiere" supplies 
tio tom of Seint Donis (C6). There cre throc mrin thorwcl nd tio hydro-electric 
pover stetions with a total instolled coxpocity of 42,000 kilowctts. Biri 

sugar mills, fuclled with begasse (sugarcane eta: feed their surplus power to 
the public supply system during August and Septomber, Twenty of the twenty three 
provinees are supplied with clectricity, the system cing alternating current, 
3-phase, 50 cycles at 220/380 volts. There are 250 miles of 15 kilovolt line 
interconnecting power stations »nd one stretch of 63 kilovolt line. Maintenance 
is a problem with high humidity and o high incidence of cyclones -— with occasions 
of winds up to 180 mph with eccompenying rainfall of up to 36 inches in 24 hours. 
A new hydro-electric power station is under construction at Takanaka (D4), which 
will heve = capacity of chout 17,000 kilowatts with 6,000 kilowntts of dicsel 
plent \iiieh vill be instelled before the hydro plent is conplsted «t the ond of 
Aer se leis nile, 63 kilovolt transmission line will be built to co:mect the plant 
with Saint Denis. 

Hes lth 

29. There ere 108 doctors on the island of whom 25 ere in Government service. 
This gives a doctor/patient ratio of 1/3,213. Tho main hospital (St Louis) is 

at the capital St Denis (C6). It has 595 beds. Altogether there are 2,658 beds 
in various medical institutions, This givos a bedppulation ratio of 1/131. 


30. The main discases are the dyscentcrics, malaria, and the venereal discescs. 


Navy 


31. Reunion comes under the command cf the French admiral at Diego Suarez 
(Malagasy Republic). No ships are based at Reunion. 


32. There is the equivalent of one company of infantry situeted in Reunion with 
its headquarters at Dicgo Suarex (Malegasy Republic). 


Reunion is covered by: 


fdmiralty Chart No. 1497 1:125,000 
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INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 
CHECK BULLETIN 


NUMBER 2 DATE 15th May 1968 


IBM MAURITIUS, BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORTES and REUNION 


D/18/1BM Dated 31st _Narch 1967 


This bulletin provides notification of the more important changes and 
additions to information published in the IBM. Any items listed below will 
be incorporated in the Revised IBM in due course. If it becomes necessary 
at any time to issue a further check bulletin during the lifetime of this 
IBM, all the amendments shown in this bulletin will be incorporated in the 
new one and this bulletin can then be destroyed. 


For so long as it is effective, this bulletin should be retained in the 
pocket at the end of the IDM with the map and should be consulted whenever 


the IBM is used. 


List of Changes and Additions 


PART ONE : MAURITIUS and DEPENDENCIES 
Introduction 


Paragraph 2 "Mauritius, together with its dependencies, was 
granted independence in March 1968 and is now 
an independent state within the Commonwealth. 
There is a Governor General as representative of 
the Crown and a High Commissioner as representative 
of HUG. The constitution provides for 60 members 
from Mauritius and 2 from Rodrigues in the 
legislature ,"' 


Population and Towns 


Paragraph 10 In 1967 the populetion of Mauritius was estimated 
to be 789,000, It is one of the most thickly 
populated countries of the world with an average 
density of 1,000 persons per square mile, There 
is no indigenous population, The biggest section, 
Inficn in origin, is estimated at 67% of the tetal: 30% 
consists of Europeans (mostly of French descent), 
ffricans and Coloured. The remaining 3% are 
Chinese. 


Defence Intelligence Staff, D1. %&% 31 


Ministry of Defence, London. 
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©... 12 In June 1967 the population of Port Louis 
and suburbs was estimated at 13,358, Details 
were as follows: 


General Population 

(Europeans, mostly of French descent) 48,593 
Hindus 34.5625 
Muslims 38,747 
Chinese 12,923 


132, 688 


Peragraph 20 MONT CHOISY. Landing ground abandoned and 
no longer usable, 


Roads 


Paragraph 28 The number of vehicles on Mauritius at the 
end of 1966 was: 


Cars and taxis 13,168 
Trucks end buses 4.5925 
fotor cycles ew 


18,935 


——— 


Water Supplies 
Paragraph 38 "trapped" in line 3 should read "tapped" 


Paregraph 39 "inhabitant" in line 5 should read "inhabited" 


Paragraph 4) BIS No D/18/18A/VIII(C) dated June 1967 has been 
published. 


Electric Power Supplies 
Paragraph 42 Qe Generation and Consumption There have 


been large fluctuations in hydro-electric 
generation due to water conditions with 
consequent increase in higher cost thermal 
generation, There has also been cyclone 
damage with abnormal maintenance costs. 
Growth in the industry is spasmodic, 


b. Ferney Hydro-electric Plant Contracts 
have been awarded for the m jor plant and an 
associated 66 kilovolt transmission schene is 
now being planned. 


Should now reed; 


he RN W/f Station, HMS 'Mauritius' forms an 
important link in the Commonwealth Strategic 
Communications Network. Total complement is 
about 800 including 230 expatriate personnel of 
whom some 200 are Naval Officers and ratings. 
There is a local Naval Volunteer Force of about 
80 commanded by an RNR officer. There is also an 
Admiralty Police Force (45 strong) commanded 

by an expatriate Police Superintendent, 
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Para Military Forces and Police 


Paragraph 51 This should now rend: 


"The Special (Mobile) Forces (SMF) is 151 
strong and is to be increased to 215 all 
ranks in July 1968, The personnel are 
recruited froi the Police. The unit 
commander, second in command and two warrant 
officers are seconded from the British Army. 
The main role is Internal Security." 


Paragraph 52 This should now read: 


The Police Force is 1,62 strong including ea 
detachment of 30 on the island of Rodriguez. 
The force is largely recruited from Franco- 
Mauritiens and Creoles. ‘there is only one 
British Officer who is the Commissioner. 


Map Coverage 
Paragraph The following are also available; 


Series Y 883, Mauritius. Port Louis 
1: 10,560 (2 sheets) 


Chart No 1881, Cargados Carjos Shoals and 
Agalega Is. 


PART THREE: .REUNION 


Population and towns 


Paragraph 9 iit the 1966 census Reunion had a population 
of 108,500. 


Paragraph 10 Revised population figures for the main towns 
are: 


St Denis (C6 77, 800 
St Paul (A5) 40,500 
St Pierre ee 38, 800 
St Louis B2 3), 000 


Airfields 
Paragraph 15 ST DENIS - GILLOT. Runway details now 


8,760 x 165 ft Bituminous concrete. 
39,600 1b ESWL. 


ESYL: Estimated Single Wheel Load. 


Vehicles in circulation at the end of 1966 were: 
Cars 10,750 
Trucks and buses 7,000 


17,750 
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Telecomnunica. tions 


Paragraph 23 4. radio broadcasting transmitters serve 
three quarters of the population via 60,000 
receivers on the island, Limited television 
coverage is at present effected by a network 
of one main and four relay transmitters. 
During 1968 it is aimed to provide for 
almost complete coverage? 


Oil Storage and Distribution 


Paragraph 25 Storage for refined oils at Port des Galets 
probebly amounts to around 12,000 tons, 
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